The Kedushah and the Hechalot literature

Hechalot Rabati 1:1

Rabbi Yishma’el said:

What are the specific songs someone should
say

who wants to gaze at the vison of the Merkava
to go down in peace and to come up in peace?
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Hechalot Rabati 4:1

As he goeth and cometh upon the heaven
which is upon the heads of the cherubim

and upon the heads of the ophanim

and upon the heads of the holy beasts.

They are terrified and affrighted and faint and
fall on their faces and fall backward.

For no creature is able to attain unto that place
by a distance of one hundred and eighty five
thousand myriad parasangs,

because of the streaming fires which flow and
issue forth from the mouths of the cherubim
and from the mouths of the ophanim

and from the mouths of the holy beasts

who open their mouths to say “Holy, Holy”,
when Israel saith before Him “Holy, Holy”.
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Hechalot Rabati 7:2

When David went up to the great Temple which
is in the firmament,

there was set for him a throne of fire which was
forty parasangs in height

and double in length and double in breadth.
And when David came and sat down upon his
throne which was prepared for him opposite
the throne of his Creator

and all the kings of the house of David sat
before him,

and all the kings of the house of Israel stood
behind him
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at once David arose and uttered songs and
praises [such as] ear had not heard from [the
creation of] the world.

And when David began and said,

“The Lord shall rule forever; thy God, Zion, to all
generations, Hallelujah!”

Metatron and all his servants began and said,
“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of Hosts, all the
earth is full of His glory,”

and the beasts praised God saying,

“Blessed be the glory of the Lord from His
[dwelling] place,”

and the firmaments said,

“The Lord shall reign forever,”

and all the earth said,

“The Lord has been King, the Lord is King, the
Lord shall be King, forever and ever,”

and all the kings of the house of David said,
“The Lord shall be King over all the earth, in
that day shall the Lord be one and His name
One.”
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